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21 February 2022 

Kia ora, Parents & Caregivers 
 
With the move into Phase 2 of the Red Setting of the COVID-19 Protection Framework (CPF), we are seeing 
the impact of positive cases on schools in our region. I wish to update you with the preparations we are 
making for positive cases and close contacts within our College community. 
 
The aims of the CPF are to keep schools open, where possible, with health measures in place that are 
appropriate for each setting. There was an update to many of our Covid-19 protocols in response to health 
measures at the Red setting, including the wearing of masks and avoiding large gatherings inside. We 
continue to update our College protocols as the Ministry of Education provides new health advice. 
 
Contact Tracing at Phase 2 
Due to the high number of Omicron cases now occurring in the community, the Ministry of Health relies on 
schools to carry out contact tracing and communications related to positive cases with their communities. 
The Ministry of Education has supplied schools with a step-by-step guide and toolkit that guides us through 
the process of dealing with positive cases. The process involves: 
 
· Verification of a positive case (via caregivers or Ministry of Health). 
· Confirming when the case was infectious at school. 
· Contact tracing to identify close contacts of the positive case. 
· Sending the list of contacts to the Ministry of Health so that the National Contact Tracing System logs the  
  contacts and follows up. 
· Communicating with close contacts and caregivers to provide instructions about self-isolation, testing and 
  where to find further advice and support. 
 
Please note that the Ministry of Education allows schools up to 8 hours to complete the above process 
because contact tracing can be a time consuming and complex process depending on the movements of the 
positive case. Also, the email we send out to notify close contacts is modified from a Ministry template. I 
apologise in advance for the generic style of this message but given the potential number of cases and the 
need to communicate swiftly, this is the only practical approach.  
 
If you are keeping your son at home because he is unwell and waiting for a negative result or because you 
have been advised by the Ministry of Health that he is a close contact, please contact the school on 
admin@stjohns.school.nz and this will prompt teachers to upload work into our learning management 
platform Microsoft Teams. It is also appreciated if you could let us know when he will be returning to the 
College following his isolation period. 
 
If you have been advised by St. John’s College that your son needs to isolate, we will ensure his teachers 
know to upload school work into Microsoft Teams. 
 
Isolation periods and transitioning to Phase 2 
In Phase 1 of the response to Omicron, close contacts of people with COVID-19 were required to self-isolate 
for ten days. In Phase 2, the isolation period has been reduced to seven days. This means that close 
contacts can now return to school on day eight if their test day five was returned negative and they are 
symptom free. 
 
There is no requirement for casual contacts or household members of close contacts to isolate at Phase 2 of 
the Red setting. 
 



For more information about the different Phases of the Covid Protection Framework Red setting, please 
visit the covid.govt.nz web site: 
 
https://covid19.govt.nz/prepare-and-stay-safe/about-covid-19/our-response-to-omicron/ 
 
Update Caregiver Contact Details 
Given the current situation we face with COVID-19, it is vital that we can contact you in a fast and efficient 
way if required. If any of your contact details have changed (home phone/cell phone/email), please send an 
update to admin@stjohns.school.nz Please include your son’s name in the correspondence. 
 
Mask Use and Exemptions 
Thank you for ensuring your son brings his own face mask to school every day. Boys are doing very well with 
mask wearing and I have been particularly impressed with the serious and compliant approach they have 
taken since the start of the year. 
 
Please assist us by emailing admin@stjohns.school.nz if your son is exempt from wearing a mask. Staff will 
be informed of which students are exempt and therefore classroom teachers will not need to ask students 
why they are not wearing a mask. 
 
I trust this message provides you with the reassurance that we have clear procedures in place to respond 
swiftly to Covid-19 cases in our College community. We will maintain regular communication with you as we 
work through the contact tracing steps and as we endeavour to keep the College open for on-site learning.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact the College if you have any questions about the information in this 
message. 
 
 
Ngā mihi 

 
Robert Ferreira 
Principal 
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